Rule ISD Student Handbook
2018—-19 School Year

Superintendent: Brad Jones
Principal: Ken Frazier
Counselor: Stacie Teague

Testing Coordinator: Leslie Kupatt



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Table of Contents

LIS ¢ (=T 0o T =T 1 3N 2
o = - =N 11
ACCESSIDITITY . eiuiiue ittt st st st e st st st e e e e e e aens 12
Section I: Parental Rights .......cciieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininc e resssssssesesssesensssssnssssnnns 13
Consent, Opt-Out, and Refusal RigIS .......ccoviiiiiiiiiiec e e 13
Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation ........ccccccuveiiiiiiiiiiniieeccec e 13
Consent to Display a Student’s Original Works and Personal Information............ccc.ee.... 13

Consent to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness Instruction if Student is Under Age

L ettt h e e bt e bt e bt e eh e e e bt e eate e beeeht e e beeeateebeesateebeeeaeas 13
Consent to Video or Audio Record a Student When Not Otherwise Permitted by Law ...... 13
Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment..........cccuvviiieiiiiiiiccee e 14
Limiting Electronic Communications with Students by District Employees.........cccueeen...e. 14
Objecting to the Release of Directory INformation .........cccceeeieieinciiee e 15

Objecting to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of
Higher Education (Secondary Grade Levels ONnly) ......cc.oeeerriiiieeeciiiie e 16

Participation in THird-Party SUIVEYS .......cccuvveeiei it eesecirree e e e e e arrrae e e e e e e e e eeannres 16

Consent Required Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey, Analysis,
Lo gl oAV 1 U 4 o o PR 16

“Opting Out” of Participation in Other Types of Surveys or Screenings and the Disclosure
Of Personal INformation ..........ueei i 17

Removing a Student from Instruction or Excusing a Student from a Required Component of

1 1Sy o 0 ot o [ PP 17
Human Sexuality INSEruCtioN .........ovviiii e 17
Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence in Grades 3—12.........ccccceeeeeennnnnen. 18
Reciting the Pledges to the U.S. and TeXas FIags......ccovvvureiieiiiiiciiirieeieee e eeerirreeee e e eeesennnnens 19
Religious or Moral BEliefs ... e e e e e 19
TULOring Or TEST Preparation ...........uuueiueeueiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieieieieierererereeerree.e————————————————————. 19

Right of Access to Student Records, Curriculum Materials, and District Records/Policies...... 19
INSTrUCtiONal MAterialS.....cceeiiiiiieeeeee e 19
Notices of Certain Student Misconduct to Noncustodial Parent ...........ccccceeviieiniieinieennne 20

Page 2 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and District Assessments................ 20
SEUAENT RECOTUS ... 20
ACCESSING STUAENT RECOIUS ...uvviieeieii et e e e e e e rer e e e e e e e e nnenees 20
Authorized Inspection and Use of Student ReCords..........ooocemiieeeeeieeieciciiieeeeeee e, 21
Teacher and Staff Professional Qualifications ...........cocueeeiiiiiiiiiniiiin e 24
Students with Exceptionalities or Special CircUmStanCeS ........ceevieeiecccciiiieiee e e 24
Children of Military FAmMili@S ......cccuiieiiiiiiie et e e s e e s e e e e ees 24
Parental Role in Certain Classroom and School Assignments .........cccceecuveeeiviciieeeeniiieee e 24
MUILIple Birth SibIINGS ..ceeeiii e e e e e e e e 24
Safety Transfers/ASSIZNMENTS ....ccvii i e et e e e e eabe e e e areeeeaaeeens 25
Service/Assistance Animal Use by StUENTS ......cccecuieiiiiciiciiccieeeee e 25
Students in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care)......ccccecuieeeeccieeecccciiie e, 25
Students Who Are HOMEIESS .....ooeiiiiiiieieeeee e s 26
Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special Education Services........... 27

Students Who Receive Special Education Services with Other School-Aged Children in the

HOME e e 29
Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other than English...........ccccovieiiiiiniiccinnnnn, 29
Students with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected Under Section 504.................... 30
Section II: Other Important Information for Students and Parents.......ccccceeeereencereencreennenenne. 31
F o XY= o=k 7N A (= a Vo = [ Lol PO TSR 31
COMPUISOIY AtEENUANCE ..uvvvvreeieeeee ittt ettt e e e eeerrrrre e e e e e e e e e abrareeeseeeessnassraneeeeens 31
FAY eI R I T o To I 0] o 1= USSR 31
Between Ages 6 and 19 ... e e e e e et e e e e e e eeans 31
Prekindergarten and Kindergarten ........occccvveeeeiiei ettt e e 32
Exemptions to CoOmMpulsory ATEENAANCE .....uvvveieiiiiiicirreeee e e e 32
All Grade LEVEIS.....c..eeeieiieeeee ettt s 32
SECONAANY Grad@ LEVEIS ....uvveeieii ettt e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e snnrreneeeeees 32
Failure to Comply with Compulsory AtteNdanCe.........ceeeeveeeeeiiciirieeeeee e 33
All Grade LEVEIS.....c..eeeieiieeeee ettt s 33
Students With Disabilities..........coiiiiiiiiiii e 33

FY =T R I [ o To I O] o 1Y ST UUUTRRRRPP 33

Page 3 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Between AES 6 aNd 19 ..o e are e e 33
Attendance for Credit or Final Grade (Kindergarten—Grade 12)........ccccceeevciveeevciieeeeenneenn. 34
Official Attendance-Taking Time (All Grade LEVEIS) .....ccuveeeeeciiiie e 35
Documentation after an Absence (All Grade Levels)........cccveeviieeiieeciieeceeecee e 35
Doctor’s Note after an Absence for lliness (All Grade Levels) .......ccceevveevcieeccieeencieeccieeee, 35
Driver License Attendance Verification (Secondary Grade Levels Only).......ccccceeeecvveeeneee. 36

Accountability under State and Federal Law (All Grade Levels)......c.ccceeeveeevceeevcieeencieeeeiee e, 36
Awards and HONOrs (All Grade LEVEIS) ...ccueievueeiiiieecie ettt 37
BUIIYING (All GFrad@ LEVEIS)...ccciueiiieeeieiee ettt e et e e et e e e et e e e e st e e e e saaaaeesennneeeenns 38
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs (Secondary Grade Levels Only) ................... 39
Celebrations (All Grade LEVEIS) .......uuii ittt et e e s e e s e 40
Child Sexual Abuse and Other Maltreatment of Children (All Grade Levels)........ccccvvevereeiennnn 40
Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student (Secondary Grade Levels Only) .......cccccveeeivieeeieeecnneenne. 41
Class Schedules (Secondary Grade Levels ONlY) ....c.ueeieiiiieiiciiieeecriee s 42
College and University Admissions (Secondary Grade Levels Only).....ccccocvveeeviiveeeesiiieeeennnee, 42
College Credit Courses (Secondary Grade Levels ONnly)......cccoecuieeeeiiiieeccciiee e 43
CommuUNICatioNS—AULOMATEM ......eiiiiiiiiiee e 44
[0 =] ={=] o Lo RSN 44
[N ToT =] 0 [T o ={=] o Lox Y 2 OO PP PO PPTPPP PR PPPPPPTPPIN 44
Complaints and Concerns (All Grade LEVEIS) .....cccocueiiieiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee et 44
CoNAUCE (All GFrade LEVEIS) .uveeeeieeiieiciirieeeee ettt e e e eeerree e e e e e e s e e seassreeeeeeeseeeanrseseeeeeeeennnns 45
Applicability of SCROOI RUIES ....cceeiiieeeee e e e e e enarer e e e 45
Campus Behavior Coordinator.........c.uiiiiieiie it e e e e e e raren e e e e 45
Disruptions of SChOOI OPEIratioNS ........ccoccirieeiei i e e e e e e e eaanres 45
SOCIA EVENTS <. 46
(00010 =1 1T - USSR 46
Fi¥or=To [=T 0 o (ol 6o 01 s 1Y =1 [T - SRR 46

Elementary and Middle/Junior High School Grade Levels ..........ccccouevevveeecveeecveeeenneeenne, 46

High SChOOl Grade LEVEIS.........uuuiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e e rea e e e e e e e eenans 46
Personal Counseling (All Grade LEVEIS).........ueeeecueiieieeee ettt 46

Course Credit (Secondary Grade Levels OnlY) ...t 47

Page 4 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Credit by Examination—If a Student Has Taken the Course/Subject (All Grade Levels) ......... 47
Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration—If a Student Has Not Taken the
(0o U1 Y=Y A U] o =Tt SRR 47
Kindergarten ACCEIEratioN ... ...uiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnanrees 48
StUENTS IN Grades L1=5.......oiiiiiiiie et s 48
StUdents iN Grades B=12.......ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e 48
Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (All Grade Levels) .................. 48
(D AT aY =AY ATo] =T o T PSPPI 49
DISCIIMINATION ce et e e s s a e e e e s s s s ssnnees 49
HarasSSmMeNT ..ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 49
Sexual Harassment and Gender-Based Harassment ..........ccccevvveiiinieniienie e 50
REEAIATION L.t et ettt e st s e e st e e s e san e e 50
REPOIEING PrOCEAUIES ..coieiii ettt e e e e e e st ee e e e e e e s e e antaraeeeeeeseesnneneens 50
TNV aT= A ToT oI e i 2 V=Y o Yo A USER 51
DISCIIMINATION ...t e e e e e e e e s s e et e e e e e e e s e nnrreneeeeens 51
[DTE =] Lol T =TT 1 =S 51
All Grade LEVEIS.......eeeiiiieeeeeeeeeee et 51
Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) (Secondary Grade Levels) ........cooeeevvvveeeeeeeenicnnnnen. 52
Distribution of Literature, Published Materials, or Other Documents (All Grade Levels)........ 52
SChOOI MAtEIIAlS ... 52
NONSChOOI IMAtEIIAlS ... 53
FrOM STUAENTS ....eieieeiee et e e 53
FrOM OThErs ... s s s s s 53
Dress and Grooming (All Grade LEVEIS) .......eeeeiiiieieeeeeeecee e e 54
Electronic Devices and Technology Resources (All Grade Levels).........cocevvvveeeeeieeeicccnneennnnn. 55

Possession and Use of Personal Telecommunications Devices, Including Mobile Telephones

............................................................................................................................................... 55
Possession and Use of Other Personal Electronic DeVICes ..........cocveervieiniiieenieeenieeeniee e 56
Instructional Use of Personal Telecommunications and Other Electronic Devices ............. 56
Acceptable Use of District Technology RESOUICES......ccveeiiiccciiiiiieieee e, 57
Unacceptable and Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources........ccccoeeccvviveeeeeeeeeccnnnee, 57

Page 5 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

End-of-Course (EOC) ASSESSMENTS.......ceiiiiriieeieiirieeeeiitteeeeeireeeeeetteeeeesseeeeessaseeeeeesseeesensseeeeanns 57
English Language Learners (All Grade LEVEIS)........coovcuiiieeeiiiee et 57
Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, and Organizations (All Grade Levels)........ccccceeevcuveeeevcinenene 58
StaNdards Of BENAVIOT....co...iiiiiee e e 59
OFficeS @aNd EIECTIONS .....eiiiiiiiiii ettt e s 59
FEES (All Grad LEVEIS) cceiiiiiiiciiiieeiee ettt e e et e e e e e e s esaabbaeeeeeeeeesnnssbraneeeeens 59
FUuNdraising (All Grade LEVEIS)......coicuuieiiiiiiiiieeciie ettt e s ste e e ste e s esaae e saee e saee e snaeeennneeens 61
Gang-Free Zones (All Grade LEVEIS) .......icuiieieeeiee ettt e 61
Gender-Based HarasSmMENt ........ooiiiiiiiiiiie et s 61
Grade-Level Classification (Grades 9—12 ONlY)....ccccuuiieeiiiiiee e e 61
Grading Guidelines (All Grade LEVEIS) ......eveieeiiieieiiiee ettt e 61
Graduation (Secondary Grade LeVels ONly)......ooeeeiiiieeiiiiiec e e 62
Requirements for a Diploma Beginning with the 2014-15 School Year ......cccccccceeveeennnnneee. 62
Testing Requirements for Graduation ...........cooeeuiiiiiiiiiiee e 62
Foundation Graduation Program..........ceeiecuiiieiiiiiiee et e et e e e e e e e e e e 63
(@1 =To [ R 2 =T o [U T =T o U 63
AVailable ENdOrSEMENTS ......uiiiiiiieiieeeeeee ettt 65
Personal Graduation Plans..........c.eoiiiiiiiii i 65
Available Course Options for All Graduation Programs ..........ccccceeeeiieccciiiieeeee e, 66
Certificates of Coursework CoOmMPpPletion.........oocccuiiiiiiie i 66
Students With Disabilities. ........cceriiiiiiii e 66
Graduation ACHIVITIES ....eeiiiieiiie et 67
Graduation SPEAKEIS. ... ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e annraranaaaaens 67
GradUAtioN EXPENSES ....uuvrvreeeeeeeeieiiirreeeeeeeeeeseeitrreeeeeeeseessstssreeeeeseesessnsraseseeeesessasssrraneeeeens 67
SCholarships @nNd Grants......uueeeieiiiiiiciiiieeeee et eeeeerrre e e e e e e e e b rareeeeeeeeesenanrraneeeeens 68
HaraSSMENT ..cciiiiiiieiieie e e 68
Hazing (All Grad@ LEVEIS) ....euuuirieieiiee ettt e e e e e e e saabr e e e e e e e e s nntraneeeeens 68
Health-Related Matters ........oovei i 69
Student [1INess (All Grade LEVEIS)......c.uuvveriiiiiiiiiiriiee et saba e e e e e 69
Bacterial Meningitis (All Grade LEVEIS) ........uveeeeiiiiieeeeeee ettt 69
WAt IS MENINGITIS? e e e e e e e et r e e e e e e esesensnrreneaeeens 69

Page 6 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

What are the SYMPLOMIS? ...t e e s s aaa e e s s nasees 69
How serious is bacterial meningitis? ......ccccvviieeiiii e 70
How is bacterial meningitis SPread? .......ccccviiieeiie i 70
How can bacterial meningitis be prevented? ........cccoociiiiiiiiiii e 70
What should you do if you think you or a friend might have bacterial meningitis? ........ 70
Where can you get more information? .........cc.ueei e 70
Food Allergies (All Grade LEVEIS) .......eivuiieeiiieciee ettt 71
Head Lice (All Grade LEVEIS)....cccuiiiiie ittt ettt e et ate e e aae e s e e s e e e e nnneeennes 71
Physical Activity REQUITEMENTS.....ceiiiiiieceeee e s e e e e e e 71
ElemMentary SCROOL ... ..o e e e e e e et e e e e e e eeaans 71
Junior High/Middle SChOOL........ccueiiiieieicieeee ettt st ae e enae 72
School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) (All Grade Levels) ........eeeeecvieeeeciiiee e 72
Student Wellness Policy/Wellness Plan (All Grade Levels)........cccceeeveeevieeeciee e, 72
Other Health-Related Matters........coouiiiiiiiiieeteeeee e 72
Physical Fitness Assessment (Grades 3—12) .....cccceeeeiiiiieeiiiiieee e esreee s e e s eaeee e 72
Vending Machines (All Grade LEVEIS) .......eeeeeuiiieeiciiiee et 72
Tobacco and E-Cigarettes Prohibited (All Grade Levels and All Others on School
oY =T 5 nY) U PO U PPPPPRN 73
Asbestos Management Plan (All Grade LEVEIS) .......uvveeevieiieiiciiiieeeeee e 73
Pest Management Plan (All Grade LEVEIS).......cccuueiieiiiee e 73
Homeless Students (All Grade LEVEIS) .......uvveeeieeiiiiccireeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e s nrreeeee e 73
HOMEWOTK (All Grad@ LEVEIS) ...uvveeeeeieiieiieeeee ettt e e e e e e e etnrr e e e e e e e e e s anrraneeeeens 74
IHINESS et e et e bt e st e s e e s e e e s be e e nnneesanneeeas 74
IMMUNIZAION (All Grade LEVEIS) ..ceeviiiiiiiiiiieeeiic ettt e st 74
Law Enforcement Agencies (All Grade LEVEIS)......ccccuurveeeeeiieicciiiieeeeeee e 75
QUESTIONING OF STUAENTS ....vviiieieei i e e e e e e rer e e e e e e e e e earrreeeeeaens 75
Students Taken INtO CUSTOAY ..cocooieeeiiieeee e e e rer e e e 75
Notification of Law VIiolatioNns........cceeeiiiiieiieeieceeeeseesee e 76
Leaving Campus (All Grade LEVEIS) ......occuurvveeeiieiieetteeeee et eesarre e e e e e nrrene e 76
(DLW T 1o Y= IW ] o T o IR 77
At Any Other Time During the SChoOl Day.......ccocciivieiiieieeieciieeeeeee e 77

Page 7 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Lost and FOUNd (All Grade LEVEIS) ......ueeeeueeie ettt ettt e e e are e e e earae e e 78
Y1 CET0 o AT Lo T o U 78
Makeup Work Because of Absence (All Grade LeVels) .......cccveeeeecieeeiciiieee e, 78
DAEP MaKEUP WOTK...uiiiiiiiieeieiiiiee e sttt e ee it ee e e sitte e s ssitte e e s satae e e s sanaeesssasteeessnsaeeeensneeessnnnens 78
Elementary and Middle/Junior High School Grade Levels ..........ccccceeeeveeecveeecneecenveeenne, 78
Grades 9=12 ...t e s rae e 78
In-School Suspension (ISS) Makeup Work (All Grade Levels) .......ccoceeeveeeeceeencieeenieeeeiee e 79
Medicine at SChool (All Grade LEVEIS) .....cocviieeiieeiee ettt ere s e s e e e ens 79
PSYCROTIOPIC DIUES «.vveieiieeiei ittt et e e e s e e e e e e s e st e e e e e e e senntaraeeeeeeeesnnnnnenns 80
Nondiscrimination Statement (All Grade LEVEIS) .......uvveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiccc et 80
Nontraditional Academic Programs (All Grade LeVEIS) ......cuueveveiiieeiiiiiiee e 81
Parent and Family Engagement (All Grade LeVels)........ooouiiiiiciiii e 81
LV o] T g Yo e ==Y d o Y=Y U 81
Physical Examinations/Health SCre@nings ........c.uocveecveeiiiieciecieecee et 82
Athletics’ Participation (Secondary Grade Levels Only) .....cccoeovciieeiiiciieee e, 82
Other Examinations and Screenings (All Grade LeVelS) .......ccoccveeeieiiiieeeciieee e 83
Pledges of Allegiance and a Minute of Silence (All Grade Levels) ......ccccveevciierienciieeiniiieeeens 83
Prayer (All Grad@ LEVEIS) ......uuiveeieeiee ettt ettt et ree e e e e e e aarr e e e e e e e e e s nnrraaeaeeens 83
Promotion and RETENTION ......ciiiiiiiiieiieee e s 84
Elementary and Middle/Junior High Grade LevVels ...........ccoueeeiiieeceeeciieeeeeeeee e 84
High SChOOI Grade LEVEIS.........uuiiieeeieee ettt es et e e e e e e e sntaraeeeeeeeeesennnnrees 85
Release of Students from SChool........c.c.eooiiiiiiii e 85
Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences (All Grade Levels) ........ccceeeeeeeireeeeieeenneenn, 85
RETAIIATION ... 86
SAfELY (All Grade LEVEIS) ..uuvreeeeiiei ettt e eeee e e e e e e e e e s eatrreeeee e e e e s anrseneeeeeeeennns 86
ACCIAENT INSUTANCE.....eiiuiiiieiiee ettt e st e st e s ebb e s bb e e s enreesnreesanne 87
Preparedness Drills: Evacuation, Severe Weather, and Other Emergencies ..........ccccuuu..... 87
Emergency Medical Treatment and INformation .........ccceeeeeeeeiiciiiieeiee e, 87
Emergency School-Closing Information.........ccceeee i 87
SAT, ACT, and Other Standardized TeSES ....uuuuuieiiiieeeeeeeee et 88
Schedule Changes (Middle/Junior High and High School Grade Levels) .......c.cccevveeveeecnneennee. 88

Page 8 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

SCOOI FACIHITI®S ..ttt e e e s 88
Use by Students Before and After School (All Grade Levels) .......cccceeeecieeeiccciieee e, 88
Conduct Before and After School (All Grade Levels) .......ccocvvvvveeeeiiiiiiciiieeeeeeccceecrireeeeeenn 88
Use of Hallways During Class Time (All Grade LEVEIS) ......cccueeevuieeiieeciieeeiee e 88
Cafeteria Services (All Grade LEVEIS) ....uiciieeiiiecieecee ettt 88
Library (All Grade LEVEIS) ....eeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt e e et e e e e arae e e e e e e e e e eanes 89
Meetings of Noncurriculum-Related Groups (Secondary Grade Levels Only) ..................... 89

NY=E: (ol =T O PP PP T PPPRTPTTON 89
Students’ Desks and Lockers (All Grade LEVEIS) .....ueeeeiiiiieiiirireeieee et eeeiivreeeee e 89
Telecommunications and Other Electronic Devices (All Grade Levels)......cccccvveveieeiviicnnnneee. 90
Vehicles on Campus (Secondary Grade Levels Only) .......ccceeiieciieeiiiciieeeccieee e 90
Trained Dogs (All Grade LEVEIS) ...ceccuueeee ettt et e e e e e e e 90
Metal Detectors (All Grade LEVEIS) ......cuuvviieiiiii ittt eesaaaeees 91
Drug Testing (Secondary Grade Levels Only)......c..oeeiiiiiieiiiiie e 91

SEXUAI HAraSSMENT...ciiiiiiitiieit ettt eb e e st e e et e e s bt e s sabe e s sabeeesaneesnneesanee 91

Special Programs (All Grade LEVEIS)........uuiii ittt et 91

Y =1 g Lo F T e [72=To I =TSy o [ T~ S SRS 91
SECONAANY Grad@ LEVEIS .....uvveeeiiei ettt e e e e e e e e e e rae e e e e e e e e e senanrreneeeeens 91

SAT/ACT (Scholastic Aptitude Test and American College Test) ......cccceevvreeeeireeecireeceneenn, 91
TSI (Texas Success INitiative) ASSESSIMENT.....uuueiiiii it e e eeans 91
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readingss) ........cceovecvvreveeeeeeeeiiccinneneeennn. 92
LCT = 1o [T e SRR PR RUPPOPPRRRPPPO 92
High School Courses—End-of-Course (EOC) ASSESSMENTS ......cccecuveeeeeeiivieeeeirireeeeireeeeenns 92

Steroids (Secondary Grade LEVEIS ONIY) .....coo ittt e e e 93

Students in Foster Care (All Grade LEVEIS)......cccuuvvieiieei ittt e et e e eeenrrereee e e e e eeans 93

Student Speakers (All Grade LEVEIS) .......uueee ittt e e eaae e e e 93

Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention (All Grade Levels) ......ccccveeveeeieiiciiiineeeeeeeeennnns 94

Suicide AWareness (All Grade LEVEIS) ....uuveiiei ittt e e e e abreee e e e e e e eans 94

Summer SChOO! (All Grade LEVEIS) ....uuuveeeiiiiiiiciiiieiieic et e e e e s eeans 94

Tardies (All Grade LEVEIS)....cccuuueeeiiiiii ettt e e e se bbb a e e e s e e s sesaaabereeeeees 94

Page 9 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Textbooks, Electronic Textbooks, Technological Equipment, and Other Instructional Materials

[ T = Yo LI VLT RS 94
Transfers (Al Grade LEVEIS) ...uuuuveeiiiiieiciiiieiec ettt e e e e e e e e e s seaarreeeeee s 94
Transportation (All Grade LEVEIS) ......ueeeeeiiiee ettt et e e e e e e e saae e e e e naaee e e 95
Yol alo o] B e ToT a1 o] =To I I 4 T 1 PP OUPRPRRURURP 95
Buses and Other School Vehicles..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 95
VandalisSm (All Grade LEVEIS) .uuueeeieiiiiieiiiieeeeie ettt ettt e e e e e s sessbbaee e e s e e e esssssrreneeeeens 96
Video Cameras (All Grade LEVEIS) .....cccuviiiuiieiiiieciieeceeestee et et e e e ste e s e sve e e enaee e 96
Visitors to the SChool (All Grade LEVEIS) .......ccueeieiiiiiiie ettt e 97
GENEIAI VISITOTS ..ottt s s 97
Visitors Participating in Special Programs for Students .........cccccceveiviiiei e, 97
VoluNtEErs (All Grade LEVEIS).....uuiiiuiiieiceiiiie ettt ettt e e s e e e st e e e s ssaae e e e ssaaeaeenns 97
Voter Registration (Secondary Grade Levels Only).........cooiiieoiiiiie i 97
Withdrawing from School (All Grade LEVEIS)......ccccuveeeeiiiiee e 97

[ [0 13-3-1 o 2T 929
Appendix: Freedom from Bullying PoliCy.....cccu.ciiiiiuiiiiiiiniiiiiicccitieneccsseeenccssennnessesnnsnenns 102
Student Welfare: Freedom from BUllYiNg.......cccuvveeiiiiiiieiiiieeee e eenrrreee e e e e 102
4T = N 103

Page 10 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Preface
To Students and Parents:

Welcome to the 2018-19 school year! Education is a team effort, and we know that students,
parents, teachers, and other staff members all working together can make this a wonderfully
successful year for our students.

The Rule ISD Student Handbook is designed to provide basic information that you and your
child will need during the school year. The handbook is divided into two sections:

Section I—Parental Rights—with information to assist you in responding to school-related
issues. We encourage you to take some time to closely review this section of the handbook.

Section Il—Other Important Information for Students and Parents—organized alphabetically by
topic, and, where possible, further divided by applicability to ages and/or grade levels, for quick
access when searching for information on a specific issue.

Please be aware that the term “parent,” unless otherwise noted, is used to refer to the parent,
legal guardian, any person granted some other type of lawful control of the student, or any
other person who has agreed to assume school-related responsibility for a student.

Both students and parents should become familiar with the Rule ISD Student Code of Conduct,
which is a document adopted by the board and intended to promote school safety and an
atmosphere for learning. That document may be found on the district’s website at
www.rule.escl4.net and is available in hard copy upon request.

The Student Handbook is a general reference guide only and is designed to be in harmony with
board policy and the Student Code of Conduct. Please be aware that it is not a complete
statement of all policies, procedures, or rules that may be applicable in a given circumstance.

In case of conflict between board policy (including the Student Code of Conduct) and any
provisions of the Student Handbook, the provisions of board policy and the Student Code of
Conduct are to be followed.

Please be aware that the Student Handbook is updated yearly, while policy adoption and
revision may occur throughout the year. The district encourages parents to stay informed of
proposed board policy changes by attending board meetings and reviewing newsletters and
other communications explaining changes in policy or other rules that affect Student Handbook
provisions. The district reserves the right to modify provisions of the Student Handbook at any
time, whenever it is deemed necessary. Notice of any revision or modification will be given as is
reasonably practical under the circumstances.

Although the Student Handbook may refer to rights established through law or district policy,
the Student Handbook does not create any additional rights for students and parents. It does
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not, nor is it intended to, create contractual or legal rights between any student or parent and
the district.

If you or your child has questions about any of the material in this handbook, please contact a
teacher, the school counselor, or the principal.

Also, please complete and return to your child’s campus the following forms provided in the
forms packet distributed at the beginning of the year or upon the student’s enroliment:

1. Acknowledgment Form OR Acknowledgment of Electronic Distribution of Student
Handbook;

2. Notice Regarding Directory Information and Parent’s Response Regarding Release of
Student Information;

3. Parent’s Objection to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and
Institutions of Higher Education, if you choose to restrict the release of information to
these entities; and

4. Consent/Opt-Out Form.

[See Objecting to the Release of Directory Information on page 15 and Consent Required
Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey, Analysis, or Evaluation _
for more information.]

Note: References to policy codes are included so that parents can refer to board policy. The
district’s official policy manual is available for review in the district administration office, and an
unofficial electronic copy is available at www.rule.esc14.net.

Accessibility

If you have difficulty accessing the information in this document because of disability, please
contact 940-997-2521.
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Section I: Parental Rights

This section of the Rule ISD Student Handbook includes information related to certain rights of
parents as specified in state or federal law.

Consent, Opt-Out, and Refusal Rights

Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation

A district employee will not conduct a psychological examination, test, or treatment without
obtaining prior written parental consent unless the examination, test, or treatment is required
under state or federal law regarding requirements for special education or by the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) for child abuse investigations and reports.

Consent to Display a Student’s Original Works and Personal
Information

Teachers may display students’ work, which may include personally identifiable student
information, in classrooms or elsewhere on campus as recognition of student achievement.

However, the district will seek parental consent before displaying students’ artwork, special
projects, photographs taken by students, original videos or voice recordings, and other original
works on the district’s website, a website affiliated or sponsored by the district, such as a
campus or classroom website, and in district publications, which may include printed materials,
videos, or other methods of mass communication.

Consent to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness Instruction if
Student is Under Age 14

A student under the age of 14 must have parental permission to receive instruction in the
district’s parenting and paternity awareness program; otherwise, the student will not be
allowed to participate in the instruction. This program, developed by the Office of the Texas
Attorney General and the State Board of Education (SBOE), is incorporated into the district’s
health education classes.

Consent to Video or Audio Record a Student When Not Otherwise
Permitted by Law

State law permits the school to make a video or voice recording without parental permission for
the following circumstances:

e Whenitis to be used for school safety;
e When it relates to classroom instruction or a co-curricular or extracurricular activity;

e When it relates to media coverage of the school; or
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e When it relates to the promotion of student safety as provided by law for a student
receiving special education services in certain settings.

The district will seek parental consent through a written request before making any other video
or voice recording of your child not otherwise allowed by law.

[See Video Cameras _or more information, including a parent’s right to request
video and audio equipment be placed in certain special education settings.]

Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment

Corporal punishment—spanking or paddling the student—may be used as a discipline
management technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and policy FO(LOCAL)
in the district’s policy manual.

If you do not want corporal punishment to be administered to your child as a method of
student discipline, please return the form included in the forms packet OR submit a written
statement to the campus principal stating this decision. A signed statement must be provided
each year if you do not want corporal punishment to be administered to your child.

You may choose to revoke this prohibition at any time during the year by providing a signed
statement to the campus principal. However, district personnel may choose to use discipline
methods other than corporal punishment even if the parent requests that this method be used
on the student.

Note: If the district is made aware that a student is in temporary or permanent conservatorship
(custody) of the state, through foster care, kinship care, or other arrangements, corporal
punishment will not be administered, even when a signed statement prohibiting its use has not
been submitted by the student’s caregiver or caseworker.

Limiting Electronic Communications with Students by District
Employees

Teachers and other approved employees are permitted by the district to communicate with
students through the use of electronic media within the scope of the individual’s professional
responsibilities. For example, a teacher may set up a social networking page for his or her class
that has information related to class work, homework, and tests. As a parent, you are welcome
to join or become a member of such a page.

However, instant or text messages sent to an individual student are only allowed if a district
employee with responsibility for an extracurricular activity needs to communicate with a
student participating in the extracurricular activity.

The employee is required to include his or her immediate supervisor and the student’s parent
as recipients on all text messages.
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If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic communications from a
district employee or if you have questions related to the use of electronic media by district
employees, please contact the campus principal.

Objecting to the Release of Directory Information

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, permits the district to disclose
appropriately designated “directory information” from a student’s education records without
written consent. “Directory information” is information that is generally not considered harmful
or an invasion of privacy if released. Examples include a student’s photograph for publication in
the school yearbook; a student’s name and grade level for purposes of communicating class
and teacher assignment; the name, weight, and height of an athlete for publication in a school
athletic program; a list of student birthdays for generating schoolwide or classroom

recognition; a student’s name and photograph posted on a district-approved and -managed
social media platform; and the names and grade levels of students submitted by the district to a
local newspaper or other community publication to recognize the A/B honor roll for a specific
grading period. Directory information will be released to anyone who follows procedures for
requesting it.

However, a parent or eligible student may object to the release of a student’s directory
information. This objection must be made in writing to the principal within ten school days of
your child’s first day of instruction for this school year. [See the “Notice Regarding Directory
Information and Parent’s Response Regarding Release of Student Information” included in the
forms packet.]

As allowed by state law, the district has identified two directory information lists—one for
school-sponsored purposes and the second for all other requests. For all district publications
and announcements, the district has designated the following as directory information:

SECTION |: EDUCATION RECORDS For the purposes of this policy, the term “education records”
means those records, files, documents, and other materials that contain information directly
related to a student and are maintained by an education agency or institution or by a person
acting for such agency or institution. The term “education records” does not include:

1. Records that are created or received by a district after an individual is no longer a student in
attendance and that are not directly related to the individual’s attendance as a student.

2. Records made by district personnel that are kept in the sole possession of the maker, are
used only as a personal memory aid, and are not accessible or revealed to anyone other than a
temporary substitute for the maker of the record.

3. Records maintained by a law enforcement unit of a district that were created by that law
enforcement unit for the purpose of law enforcement.
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4. Records on a student who is 18 years of age or older, or who is attending an institution of
postsecondary education, that are: a. Made or maintained by a physician, psychiatrist,
psychologist, or other recognized professional or paraprofessional acting in his or her
professional capacity or assisting in a paraprofessional capacity; b. Made, maintained, or used
only in connection with treatment of the student; and c. Disclosed only to individuals providing
the treatment. For the purpose of this definition, “treatment” does not include remedial
educational activities or activities that are part of the program of instruction at the agency or
institution.

5. Grades on peer-graded papers before they are collected and recorded by a teacher.

If you do not object to the use of your child’s information for these limited school-sponsored
purposes, the school will not need to ask your permission each time the district wishes to use
the information for the school-sponsored purposes listed above.

Also review the information at Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records _

Objecting to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters
and Institutions of Higher Education (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

The district is required by federal law to comply with a request by a military recruiter or an
institution of higher education for students’ names, addresses, and telephone listings, unless
parents have advised the district not to release their child’s information without prior written
consent. A form included in the forms packet is available if you do not want the district to
provide this information to military recruiters or institutions of higher education.

Participation in Third-Party Surveys

Consent Required Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey,
Analysis, or Evaluation

Your child will not be required to participate without parental consent in any survey, analysis,
or evaluation—funded in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of Education—that concerns:

e Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent.

e Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family.

e Sexual behavior or attitudes.

e lllegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior.

e (Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family relationship.

e Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers, physicians, and
ministers.

e Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents.
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e Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to determine
the student’s eligibility to participate in a special program or to receive financial
assistance under such a program.

You will be able to inspect the survey or other instrument and any instructional materials used
in connection with such a survey, analysis, or evaluation. [For further information, see policy
EF(LEGAL).]

“Opting Out” of Participation in Other Types of Surveys or Screenings and the
Disclosure of Personal Information

As a parent, you have a right to receive notice of and deny permission for your child’s
participation in:

e Any survey concerning the private information listed above, regardless of funding.

e School activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information
gathered from your child for the purpose of marketing, selling, or otherwise disclosing
that information. Note: This does not apply to the collection, disclosure, or use of
personal information collected from students for the exclusive purpose of developing,
evaluating, or providing educational products or services for, or to, students or
educational institutions.

e Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a condition
of attendance, administered and scheduled by the school in advance and not necessary
to protect the immediate health and safety of the student. Exceptions are hearing,
vision, or spinal screenings, or any physical examination or screening permitted or
required under state law. [See policies EF and FFAA.]

As a parent, you may inspect a survey created by a third party before the survey is administered
or distributed to your child.

Removing a Student from Instruction or Excusing a Student from a
Required Component of Instruction

Human Sexuality Instruction

As a part of the district’s curriculum, students receive instruction related to human sexuality.
The School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is involved with the selection of course materials for
such instruction.

State law requires that any instruction related to human sexuality, sexually transmitted
diseases, or human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS) must:

e Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in
relationship to all sexual activity for unmarried persons of school age;
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e Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other behavior;

e Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in preventing
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and the emotional trauma associated with
adolescent sexual activity;

e Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual activity
before marriage is the most effective way to prevent pregnancy and sexually
transmitted diseases; and

e |Ifincluded in the content of the curriculum, teach contraception and condom use in
terms of human use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates.

In accordance with state law, below is a summary of the district’s curriculum regarding human
sexuality instruction:

The Board shall select any instruction relating to human sexuality, sexually transmitted
diseases, or human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS) with the advice of the SHAC. The instruction must:

1. Present abstinence as the preferred choice of behavior for unmarried persons of school
age;

2. Devote more attention to abstinence than to any other behavior;

3. Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in preventing
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, infection with HIV or AIDS, and the emotional
trauma associated with adolescent sexual activity;

4. Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence before marriage is the
most effective way to prevent pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and infection with
HIV or AIDS; and

5. Teach contraception and condom use in terms of human use reality rates instead of
theoretical laboratory rates, if instruction on contraception and condoms is included in the
curriculum.

Education Code 28.004(e)

As a parent, you are entitled to review the curriculum materials. In addition, you may remove
your child from any part of the human sexuality instruction with no academic, disciplinary, or
other penalties. You may also choose to become more involved with the development of
curriculum used for this purpose by becoming a member of the district’s SHAC. Please see the
campus principal for additional information.

Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence in Grades 3—12

You may request that your child be excused from recitation of a portion of the Declaration of
Independence. State law requires students in social studies classes in grades 3—12 to recite a
portion of the text of the Declaration of Independence during Celebrate Freedom Week unless
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(1) you provide a written statement requesting that your child be excused, (2) the district
determines that your child has a conscientious objection to the recitation, or (3) you are a
representative of a foreign government to whom the U.S. government extends diplomatic
immunity. [See policy EHBK(LEGAL).]

Reciting the Pledges to the U.S. and Texas Flags

As a parent, you may request that your child be excused from participation in the daily
recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas
flag. The request must be in writing. State law does not allow your child to be excused from
participation in the required minute of silence or silent activity that follows. [See Pledges of
Allegiance and a Minute of Silence on page 83 and policy EC(LEGAL).]

Religious or Moral Beliefs

You may remove your child temporarily from the classroom if an instructional activity in which
your child is scheduled to participate conflicts with your religious or moral beliefs. The removal
cannot be for the purpose of avoiding a test and may not extend for an entire semester.
Further, your child must satisfy grade-level and graduation requirements as determined by the
school and by state law.

Tutoring or Test Preparation

Based on informal observations, evaluative data such as grades earned on assignments or tests,
or results from diagnostic assessments, a teacher may determine that a student is in need of
additional targeted assistance in order for the student to achieve mastery in state-developed
essential knowledge and skills. The school will always attempt to provide tutoring and
strategies for test-taking in ways that prevent removal from other instruction as much as
possible. In accordance with state law and policy EC, the school will not remove a student from
a regularly scheduled class for remedial tutoring or test preparation for more than ten percent
of the school days on which the class is offered, unless the student’s parent consents to this
removal.

The school may also offer tutorial services, which students whose grades are below 70 will be
required to attend.

[Also refer to policies EC and EHBC, and contact your student’s teacher with questions about
any tutoring programs provided by the school.]

Right of Access to Student Records, Curriculum Materials, and District
Records/Policies
Instructional Materials

As a parent, you have a right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching aids
and instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine tests that have been
administered to your child.
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You are also entitled to request that the school allow your child to take home any instructional
materials used by the student. If the school determines that sufficient availability exists to grant
the request, the student must return the materials at the beginning of the next school day if
requested to do so by the student’s teacher.

Notices of Certain Student Misconduct to Noncustodial Parent

A noncustodial parent may request in writing that he or she be provided, for the remainder of
the school year, a copy of any written notice usually provided to a parent related to his or her
child’s misconduct that may involve placement in a disciplinary alternative education program
(DAEP) or expulsion. [See policy FO(LEGAL) and the Student Code of Conduct.]

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and District
Assessments

You may request information regarding any state or district policy related to your child’s
participation in assessments required by federal law, state law, or the district.

Student Records

Accessing Student Records

You may review your child’s student records. These records include:
e Attendance records,
e Test scores,
e Grades,
e Disciplinary records,
e Counseling records,
e Psychological records,
e Applications for admission,
e Health and immunization information,
e Other medical records,
e Teacher and school counselor evaluations,
e Reports of behavioral patterns,
e State assessment instruments that have been administered to your child, and

e Teaching materials and tests used in your child’s classroom.
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Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records

A federal law, known as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, affords
parents and eligible students certain rights with respect to student education records. For
purposes of student records, an “eligible” student is one who is age 18 or older or who is
attending an institution of postsecondary education. These rights, as discussed in this section as
well as at Objecting to the Release of Directory Information on page 15, are:

e The right to inspect and review student records within 45 days after the day the school
receives a request for access.

e The right to request an amendment to a student record the parent or eligible student
believes is inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of FERPA.

e The right to provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable
information from the student’s records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes
disclosure without consent.

e The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning failures
by the school to comply with FERPA requirements. The name and address of the office
that administers FERPA are:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-5901

Both FERPA and state laws safeguard student records from unauthorized inspection or use and
provide parents and eligible students certain rights of privacy. Before disclosing any personally
identifiable information from a student’s records, the district must verify the identity of the
person, including a parent or the student, requesting the information.

Virtually all information pertaining to student performance, including grades, test results, and
disciplinary records, is considered confidential educational records.

Inspection and release of student records is primarily restricted to an eligible student or a
student’s parents—whether married, separated, or divorced—unless the school is given a copy
of a court order terminating parental rights or the right to access a student’s education records.

Federal law requires that, as soon as a student reaches the age of 18, is emancipated by a
court, or enrolls in a postsecondary institution, control of the records goes to the student. The
parents may continue to have access to the records, however, if the student is a dependent for
tax purposes and under limited circumstances when there is a threat to the health and safety of
the student or other individuals.
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FERPA permits the disclosure of personally identifiable information from a student’s education
records, without written consent of the parent or eligible student, in the following
circumstances:

e When district school officials have what federal law refers to as a “legitimate
educational interest” in a student’s records. School officials would include board
members and employees, such as the superintendent, administrators, and principals;
teachers, school counselors, diagnosticians, and support staff (including district health
or district medical staff); a person or company with whom the district has contracted or
allowed to provide a particular institutional service or function (such as an attorney,
consultant, third-party vendor that offers online programs or software, auditor, medical
consultant, therapist, school resource officer, or volunteer); a parent or student serving
on a school committee; or a parent or student assisting a school official in the
performance of his or her duties. “Legitimate educational interest” in a student’s
records includes working with the student; considering disciplinary or academic actions,
the student’s case, or an individualized education program for a student with
disabilities; compiling statistical data; reviewing an educational record to fulfill the
official’s professional responsibility to the school and the student; or investigating or
evaluating programs.

e To authorized representatives of various governmental agencies, including juvenile
service providers, the U.S. Comptroller General’s office, the U.S. Attorney General’s
office, the U.S. Secretary of Education, TEA, the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture’s office,
and Child Protective Services (CPS) caseworkers or other child welfare representatives,
in certain cases.

e Toindividuals or entities granted access in response to a subpoena or court order.

e To another school, school district/system, or institution of postsecondary education to
which a student seeks or intends to enroll or in which he or she is already enrolled.

e In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or which the student has
received.

e To accrediting organizations to carry out accrediting functions.

e To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school, in order to develop,
validate, or administer predictive tests; administer student aid programs; or improve
instruction.

e To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency.

e When the district discloses information it has designated as directory information [see
Objecting to the Release of Directory Information on page 15 for opportunities to
prohibit this disclosure].

Page 22 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

Release of personally identifiable information to any other person or agency—such as a
prospective employer or for a scholarship application—will occur only with parental or student
permission as appropriate.

The principal is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the assigned school.
The superintendent is the custodian of all records for students who have withdrawn or
graduated.

A parent or eligible student who wishes to inspect the student’s records should submit a
written request to the records custodian identifying the records he or she wishes to inspect.
Records may be inspected by a parent or eligible student during regular school hours. The
records custodian or designee will respond to reasonable requests for explanation and
interpretation of the records.

A parent or eligible student who provides a written request and pays copying costs of ten cents
per page may obtain copies. If circumstances prevent inspection during regular school hours
and the student qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, the district will either provide a copy
of the records requested or make other arrangements for the parent or student to review these
records. The address of the superintendent’s office is 1100 Union Avenue, Rule, TX 79547.

The address of the principal’s office is: 1100 Union Ave., Rule, TX 79547.

A parent (or eligible student) may inspect the student’s records and request a correction or
amendment if the records are considered inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of
the student’s privacy rights. A request to correct a student’s record should be submitted to the
appropriate records custodian. The request must clearly identify the part of the record that
should be corrected and include an explanation of how the information in the record is
inaccurate. If the district denies the request to amend the records, the parent or eligible
student has the right to request a hearing. If the records are not amended as a result of the
hearing, the parent or eligible student has 30 school days to exercise the right to place a
statement commenting on the information in the student’s record.

Although improperly recorded grades may be challenged, contesting a student’s grade in a
course or on an examination is handled through the general complaint process found in policy
FNG(LOCAL). A grade issued by a classroom teacher can be changed only if, as determined by
the board of trustees, the grade is arbitrary, erroneous, or inconsistent with the district’s
grading policy. [See FINALITY OF GRADES at FNG(LEGAL), Report Cards/Progress Reports and
Conferences _ and Complaints and Concerns on page 44 for an overview of the
process.]

The district’s policy regarding student records found at policy FL is available from the principal’s
or superintendent’s office, or on the district’s website at www.rule.esc14.net.

The parent’s or eligible student’s right of access to and copies of student records do not extend
to all records. Materials that are not considered educational records—such as a teacher’s
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personal notes about a student that are shared only with a substitute teacher—do not have to
be made available to the parents or student.

Teacher and Staff Professional Qualifications

You may request information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s teachers,
including whether a teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade
levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; whether the teacher has an
emergency permit or other provisional status for which state requirements have been waived;
and whether the teacher is currently teaching in the field of discipline of his or her certification.
You also have the right to request information about the qualifications of any paraprofessional
who may provide services to your child.

Students with Exceptionalities or Special Circumstances

Children of Military Families
Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requirements,
including:

e Immunization requirements.

e Grade level, course, or educational program placement.

e Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities.

e Graduation requirements.

In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent, including a stepparent
or legal guardian, who has been called to active duty for, is on leave from, or is returning from a
deployment of at least four months will be excused by the district. The district will permit no
more than five excused absences per year for this purpose. For the absence to be excused, the
absence must occur no earlier than the 60th day before deployment or no later than the 30th
day after the parent’s return from deployment.

Additional information may be found at Military Family Resources at the Texas Education
Agency.

Parental Role in Certain Classroom and School Assignments

Multiple Birth Siblings

As a parent, if your children are multiple birth siblings (e.g., twins, triplets, etc.) assigned to the
same grade and campus, you may request that they be placed either in the same classroom or
in separate classrooms. Your written request must be submitted no later than the 14th day
after the enrollment of your children. [See policy FDB(LEGAL).]
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Safety Transfers/Assignments

As a parent, you may:

e Request the transfer of your child to another classroom or campus if your child has been
determined by the district to have been a victim of bullying as the term is defined by
Education Code 37.0832. Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another
campus. See the principal for information.

e Consult with district administrators if your child has been determined by the district to
have engaged in bullying and the board decides to transfer your child to another
classroom or campus. Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another campus.

[See Bullying _ policy FDB, and policy FFI.]

e Request the transfer of your child to attend a safe public school in the district if your
child attends school at a campus identified by TEA as persistently dangerous or if your
child has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while at school or on school
grounds. [See policy FDE.]

e Request the transfer of your child to a neighboring district if your child has been the
victim of a sexual assault by another student assigned to the same campus, whether the
assault occurred on or off campus, and that student has been convicted of or placed on
deferred adjudication for that assault. If the victim does not wish to transfer, the district
will transfer the assailant in accordance with policy FDE.

Service/Assistance Animal Use by Students

A parent of a student who uses a service/assistance animal because of the student’s disability
must submit a request in writing to the principal at least ten district business days before
bringing the service/assistance animal on campus.

Students in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care)

A student who is currently in the conservatorship (custody) of the state and who enrolls in the
district after the beginning of the school year will be allowed credit-by-examination
opportunities outside the district’s established testing windows, and the district will grant
proportionate course credit by semester (partial credit) when a student only passes one
semester of a two-semester course.

A student who is currently in the conservatorship of the state and who is moved outside of the
district’s or school’s attendance boundaries, or who is initially placed in the conservatorship of
the state and who is moved outside the district’s or school’s boundaries, is entitled to continue
in enrollment at the school he or she was attending prior to the placement or move until the
student reaches the highest grade level at the particular school. In addition, if a student in
grade 11 or 12 transfers to another district but does not meet the graduation requirements of
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the receiving district, the student can request to receive a diploma from the previous district if
he or she meets the criteria to graduate from the previous district.

In addition, for a student in the conservatorship of the state who is eligible for a tuition and fee
exemption under state law and likely to be in care on the day preceding the student’s 18th
birthday, the district will:

e Assist the student with the completion of any applications for admission or for
financial aid;

* Arrange and accompany the student on campus visits;
e Assist in researching and applying for private or institution-sponsored scholarships;
¢ Identify whether the student is a candidate for appointment to a military academy;

e Assist the student in registering and preparing for college entrance examinations,
including, subject to the availability of funds, arranging for the payment of any
examination fees by the DFPS; and

¢ Coordinate contact between the student and a liaison officer for students who were
formerly in the conservatorship of the state.

[See also Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration on page 47, Course Credit .
- and Students in Foster Care _ for more information.]

Students Who Are Homeless

Children who are homeless will be provided flexibility regarding certain district provisions,
including:

Proof of residency requirements;
Immunization requirements;

Educational program placement, if the student is unable to provide previous academic
records, or misses an application deadline during a period of homelessness;

Credit-by-examination opportunities;

The award of partial credit (awarding credit proportionately when a student passes only
one semester of a two-semester course);

Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities; and

Graduation requirements.

If a student in grade 11 or 12 is homeless and transfers to another school district but does not
meet the graduation requirements of the receiving district, the student can request to receive a
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diploma from the previous district if he or she meets the criteria to graduate from the previous
district.

Federal law also allows a homeless student to remain enrolled in what is called the “school of
origin” or to enroll in a new school in the attendance area where the student is currently
residing.

A student or parent who is dissatisfied by the district’s eligibility, school selection, or
enrollment decision may appeal through policy FNG(LOCAL). The district will expedite local
timelines, when possible, for prompt dispute resolution.

[See also Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration on page 47, Course Credit on
page 47, and Homeless Students on page 73 for more information.]

Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special
Education or Section 504 Services

For those students who are having difficulty in the regular classroom, all school districts must
consider tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or behavior support services that are
available to all students, including a process based on Response to Intervention (Rtl). The
implementation of Rtl has the potential to have a positive impact on the ability of districts to
meet the needs of all struggling students.

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the individuals
listed below to learn about the school’s overall general education referral or screening system
for support services. This system links students to a variety of support options, including making
a referral for a special education evaluation or for a Section 504 evaluation to determine
whether the student needs specific aids, accommodations, or services. A parent may request an
evaluation for special education or Section 504 services at any time.

The following websites provide information to those who are seeking information and
resources specific to students with disabilities and their families:

e Texas Project FIRST

e Partners Resource Network

The designated person to contact regarding options for a child experiencing learning difficulties
or a referral for evaluation for special education services is Beverly Davis at 940-997-2246.

Special Education Referrals

If a parent makes a written request for an initial evaluation for special education services to the
director of special education services or to a district administrative employee of the school
district, the district must respond no later than 15 school days after receiving the request. At
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that time, the district must give the parent prior written notice of whether it agrees or refuses
to evaluate the student, along with a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards. If the district
agrees to evaluate the student, it must also give the parent the opportunity to give written
consent for the evaluation.

Note: A request for a special education evaluation may be made verbally; it does not need to be
made in writing. Districts must still comply with all federal prior-written notices and procedural
safeguard requirements as well as the requirements for identifying, locating, and evaluating
children who are suspected of having a disability and in need of special education. However, a
verbal request does not require the district to respond within the 15 school-day timeline.

If the district decides to evaluate the student, it must complete the student’s initial evaluation
and evaluation report no later than 45 school days from the day it receives a parent’s written
consent. However, if the student is absent from school during the evaluation period for three or
more school days, the evaluation period will be extended by the number of school days equal
to the number of school days that the student is absent.

There is an exception to the 45-school-day timeline. If the district receives a parent’s consent
for the initial evaluation at least 35 but less than 45 school days before the last instructional day
of the school year, it must complete the written report and provide a copy of the report to the
parent by June 30 of that year. However, if the student is absent from school for three or more
days during the evaluation period, the June 30 due date no longer applies. Instead, the general
timeline of 45 school days plus extensions for absences of three or more days will apply.

Upon completing the evaluation, the district must give the parent a copy of the evaluation
report at no cost.

Additional information regarding special education is available from the school district in a
companion document titled Parent’s Guide to the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Process.

Contact Person for Special Education Referrals

The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning
difficulties or regarding a referral for evaluation for special education services is Beverly Davis
at 940-997-2246.

Section 504 Referrals

Each school district must have standards and procedures in place for the evaluation and
placement of students in the district’s Section 504 program. Districts must also implement a
system of procedural safeguards that includes notice, an opportunity for a parent or guardian
to examine relevant records, an impartial hearing with an opportunity for participation by the
parent or guardian and representation by counsel, and a review procedure.

Contact Person for Section 504 Referrals
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The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning
difficulties or regarding a referral for evaluation for Section 504 services is Leslie Kupatt or
Stacie Teague at 940-997-2246.

[See also Students with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected under Section 504 on page
N

The following websites provide information to those who are seeking information and
resources specific to students with disabilities and their families:

e Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process
® Partners Resource Network
e Special Education Information Center

¢ Texas Project First

Notification to Parent of Intervention Strategies for Learning Difficulties
Provided to Student in General Education

The district will annually notify parents that it provides assistance to students, other than those
already enrolled in a special education program, who need assistance for learning difficulties,
including intervention strategies.

Students Who Receive Special Education Services with Other School-
Aged Children in the Home

If a student is receiving special education services at a campus outside his or her attendance
zone, the parent or guardian may request that any other student residing in the household be
transferred to the same campus, if the appropriate grade level for the transferring student is
offered on that campus. However, the district is not required to provide transportation to the
other children in the household. The parent or guardian should speak with the principal of the
school regarding transportation needs prior to requesting a transfer for any other children in
the home. [See policy FDB(LOCAL).]

Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other than English

A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or her primary language is not
English, and the student has difficulty performing ordinary class work in English. If the student
qualifies for these extra services, the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) will
determine the types of services the student needs, including accommodations or modifications
related to classroom instruction, local assessments, and state-mandated assessments.
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Students with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected Under Section
504

A student determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major
life activity, as defined by law, and who does not otherwise qualify for special education
services, may qualify for protections under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Section 504 is
a federal law designed to prohibit discrimination against individuals with disabilities. When an
evaluation is requested, a committee will be formed to determine if the student is in need of
services and supports under Section 504 to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE),
as this is defined in federal law.

[See policy FB.]

[See also Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special Education or Section
504 Services on - for more information.]
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Section II: Other Important Information for Students and Parents

Topics in this section of the Student Handbook contain important information on academics,
school activities, and school operations and requirements. Take a moment with your child to
become familiar with the various issues addressed in this section. It is organized in alphabetical
order to serve as a quick-reference when you or your child has a question about a specific
school-related issue. Where possible, the topics are also organized to alert you to the
applicability of each topic based on a student’s age or grade level. Should you be unable to find
the information on a particular topic, please contact Stacie Teague at 940-997-2246.

Absences/Attendance

Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her education—
to benefit from teacher-led and school activities, to build each day’s learning on the previous
day’s, and to grow as an individual. Absences from class may result in serious disruption of a
student’s mastery of the instructional materials; therefore, the student and parent should make
every effort to avoid unnecessary absences. Two state laws—one dealing with the required
presence of school-aged children in school, e.g., compulsory attendance, the other with how a
student’s attendance affects the award of a student’s final grade or course credit—are of
special interest to students and parents. They are discussed below.

Compulsory Attendance
Age 19 and Older

A student who voluntarily attends or enrolls after his or her 19th birthday is required to attend
each school day until the end of the school year. If a student age 19 or older has more than five
unexcused absences in a semester, the district may revoke the student’s enrollment. The
student’s presence on school property thereafter would be unauthorized and may be
considered trespassing. [See policy FEA.]

Between Ages 6 and 19

State law requires that a student between the ages of 6 and 19 attend school, as well as any
applicable accelerated instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial session, unless
the student is otherwise excused from attendance or legally exempt.

State law requires attendance in an accelerated reading instruction program when
kindergarten, first grade, or second grade students are assigned to such a program. Parents will
be notified in writing if their child is assigned to an accelerated reading instruction program as a
result of a diagnostic reading instrument.

A student will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction program, which may
occur before or after school or during the summer, if the student does not meet the passing
standards on the state assessment for his or her grade level and/or applicable subject area.
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Prekindergarten and Kindergarten

Students enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend school and are
subject to the compulsory attendance requirements as long as they remain enrolled.

Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance
All Grade Levels

State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types of
absences if the student makes up all work. These include the following activities and events:

e Religious holy days;
e Required court appearances;
e Activities related to obtaining U.S. citizenship;

e Documented health-care appointments for the student or a child of the student,
including absences for recognized services for students diagnosed with autism spectrum
disorders, if the student comes to school or returns to school on the same day as the
appointment. A note from the health-care provider must be submitted upon the
student’s arrival or return to campus; and

e For students in the conservatorship (custody) of the state,
o An activity required under a court-ordered service plan; or

o Any other court-ordered activity, provided it is not practicable to schedule the
student’s participation in the activity outside of school hours.

As listed in Section | at Children of Military Families, absences of up to five days will be excused
for a student to visit with a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian who has been called to duty
for, is on leave from, or immediately returned from certain deployments. [See on page 24 for
that section.]

Secondary Grade Levels

In addition, a junior or senior student’s absence of up to two days related to visiting a college or
university will be considered an exemption, provided this has been authorized by the board
under policy FEA(LOCAL), the student receives approval from the campus principal, follows the
campus procedures to verify such a visit, and makes up any work missed.

An absence will also be considered an exemption if a student 17 years of age or older is
pursuing enlistment in a branch of the U.S. armed services or Texas National Guard, provided
the absence does not exceed four days during the period the student is enrolled in high school
and the student provides verification to the district of these activities.

Absences of up to two days in a school year will also be considered an exemption for:
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e Astudent serving as an early voting clerk, provided the district’s board has authorized
this in policy FEA(LOCAL), the student notifies his or her teachers, and the student
receives approval from the principal prior to the absences; and

e Astudent serving as an election clerk, if the student makes up any work missed.

An absence of a student in grades 6—-12 for the purpose of sounding “Taps” at a military honors
funeral for a deceased veteran will also be excused by the district.

Failure to Comply with Compulsory Attendance
All Grade Levels

School employees must investigate and report violations of the state compulsory attendance
law. A student absent without permission from school; from any class; from required special
programs, such as additional special instruction, termed “accelerated instruction” by the state;
or from required tutorials will be considered in violation of the compulsory attendance law and
subject to disciplinary action.

Students with Disabilities

If a student with a disability is experiencing attendance issues, the student’s ARD committee or
Section 504 committee will be notified, and the committee will determine whether the
attendance issues warrant an evaluation, a re-evaluation, and/or modifications to the student’s
individualized education program or Section 504 plan, as appropriate.

Age 19 and Older

After a student age 19 or older incurs a third unexcused absence, the district will send the
student a letter as required by law explaining that the district may revoke the student’s
enrollment for the remainder of the school year if the student has more than five unexcused
absences in a semester. As an alternative to revoking a student’s enrollment, the district may
implement a behavior improvement plan.

Between Ages 6 and 19

When a student between ages 6 and 19 incurs unexcused absences for three or more days or
parts of days within a four-week period, the school will send a notice to the student’s parent, as
required by law, to remind the parent that it is the parent’s duty to monitor the student’s
attendance and to require the student to come to school. The notice will also inform the parent
that the district will initiate truancy prevention measures and request a conference between
school administrators and the parent. These measures will include a behavior improvement
plan, school-based community service, or referrals to either in-school or out-of-school
counseling or other social services. Any other measures considered appropriate by the district
will also be initiated.
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The truancy prevention facilitator for the district is the principal. If you have questions about
your student and the effect of his or her absences from school, please contact the facilitator or
any other campus administrator.

A court of law may also impose penalties against a student’s parent if a school-aged student is
deliberately not attending school. A complaint against the parent may be filed in court if the
student is absent without excuse from school on ten or more days or parts of days within a six-
month period in the same school year.

If a student ages 12—18 incurs unexcused absences on ten or more days or parts of days within
a six-month period in the same school year, the district, in most circumstances, will refer the
student to truancy court.

[See policy FEA(LEGAL).]

Attendance for Credit or Final Grade (Kindergarten—Grade 12)

To receive credit or a final grade in a class, a student must attend at least 90 percent of the days
the class is offered. A student who attends fewer than 90 percent of the days the class is
offered will be referred to the attendance review committee to determine whether there are
extenuating circumstances for the absences and how the student can regain credit or a final
grade lost because of absences. [See policy FEC.]

All absences, whether excused or unexcused, must be considered in determining whether a
student has attended the required percentage of days. In determining whether there were
extenuating circumstances for the absences, the attendance committee will use the following
guidelines:

e If makeup work is completed, absences for the reasons listed above at Exemptions to
Compulsory Attendance will be considered extenuating circumstances for purposes of
attendance for credit or the award of a final grade.

e Atransfer or migrant student begins to accumulate absences only after he or she has
enrolled in the district.

e Inreaching a decision about a student’s absences, the committee will attempt to ensure
that it is in the best interest of the student.

e The committee will review absences incurred based on the student’s participation in
board-approved extracurricular activities. These absences will be considered by the
attendance committee as extenuating circumstances in accordance with the absences
allowed under FM(LOCAL) if the student made up the work missed in each class.

e The committee will consider the acceptability and authenticity of documented reasons
for the student’s absences.
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e The committee will consider whether the absences were for reasons over which the
student or the student’s parent could exercise any control.

e The committee will consider the extent to which the student has completed all
assignments, mastered the essential knowledge and skills, and maintained passing
grades in the course or subject.

e The student or parent will be given an opportunity to present any information to the
committee about the absences and to talk about ways to earn or regain credit or a final
grade.

The student or parent may appeal the committee’s decision to the board by following policy
FNG(LOCAL).

The actual number of days a student must be in attendance in order to receive credit or a final
grade will depend on whether the class is for a full semester or for a full year.

Official Attendance-Taking Time (All Grade Levels)

The district must submit attendance of its students to the TEA reflecting attendance at a
specific time each day.

Official attendance is taken every day at 9:06 a.m., which is during the second instructional
hour as required by state rule.

A student absent for any portion of the day, including at the official attendance-taking time,
should follow the procedures below to provide documentation of the absence.

Documentation after an Absence (All Grade Levels)

When a student is absent from school, the student—upon arrival or return to school—must
bring a note signed by the parent that describes the reason for the absence. A note signed by
the student, even with the parent’s permission, will not be accepted unless the student is age
18 or older or is an emancipated minor under state law. A phone call from the parent may be
accepted, but the district reserves the right to require a written note.

The campus will document in its attendance records for the student whether the absence is
considered by the district to be excused or unexcused. Note: Unless the absence is for a
statutorily allowed reason under compulsory attendance laws, the district is not required to
excuse any absence, even if the parent provides a note explaining the absence.

Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illness (All Grade Levels)

Within 1 day of returning to school, a student absent for more than 3 consecutive days because
of a personal illness must bring a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the iliness or
condition that caused the student’s extended absence from school. Otherwise, the student’s
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absence may be considered unexcused and, if so, would be considered to be in violation of
compulsory attendance laws.

Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance
committee may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or
condition that caused the student’s absence from school in order to determine whether the
absence or absences will be excused or unexcused.

[See policy FEC(LOCAL).]

Any student receiving 3 or more tardies during any instructional period will have those tardies
count as one unexcused absence which may affect exemption policies.

Driver License Attendance Verification (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

For a student between the ages of 16 and 18 to obtain a driver license, written parental
permission must be provided for the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) to access the
student’s attendance records and, in certain circumstances, for a school administrator to
provide the student’s attendance information to DPS. A verification of enroliment (VOE) and
attendance form may be obtained from the office, which the student will need to submit to DPS
upon application for a driver license.

Accountability under State and Federal Law (All Grade Levels)

Rule ISD and each of its campuses are held to certain standards of accountability under state
and federal law. A key component of the accountability requirements is the dissemination and
publication of certain reports and information, which include:

e The Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR) for the district, compiled by TEA, the
state agency that oversees public education, based on academic factors and ratings;

e A School Report Card (SRC) for each campus in the district compiled by TEA based on
academic factors and ratings;

e The district’s financial management report, which will include the financial
accountability rating assigned to the district by TEA;

e The performance ratings of the district’s evaluation of community and student
engagement using the indicators required by law; and

e Information compiled by TEA for the submission of a federal report card that is required
by federal law.

Information about all of these can be found on the district’s website at www.rule.esc14.net.
Hard copies of any reports are available upon request to the district’s administration office.

TEA also maintains additional accountability and accreditation information at TEA Performance
Reporting Division and the TEA homepage.
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Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test

A student in grades 10—12 will be offered an opportunity to take the Armed Services Vocational
Aptitude Battery test and consult with a military recruiter. The test shall be offered on -

Please contact the principal for information about this opportunity.

Awards and Honors (All Grade Levels)
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Bullying (All Grade Levels)

Bullying is defined in Section 37.0832 of the Education Code as a single significant act or a
pattern of acts by one or more students directed at another student that exploits an imbalance
of power and involves engaging in written or verbal expression, expression through electronic
means, or physical conduct that:

* Has the effect or will have the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a
student’s property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s
person or of damage to the student’s property;

e |s sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive enough that the action or threat creates
an intimidating, threatening, or abusive educational environment for a student;

* Materially and substantially disrupts the educational process or the orderly operation
of a classroom or school; or

¢ Infringes on the rights of the victim at school.

Bullying includes cyberbullying. Cyberbullying is defined by Section 37.0832 of the Education
Code as bullying that is done through the use of any electronic communication device, including
through the use of a cellular or other type of telephone, a computer, a camera, electronic mail,
instant messaging, text messaging, a social media application, an Internet website, or any other
Internet-based communication tool.

The district is required to adopt policies and procedures regarding:

1. Bullying that occurs on or is delivered to school property or to the site of a school-
sponsored or school-related activity on or off school property;

2. Bullying that occurs on a publicly or privately owned school bus or vehicle being used
for transportation of students to or from school or a school-sponsored or school-related
activity; and

3. Cyberbullying that occurs off school property or outside of a school-sponsored or
school-related activity if the cyberbullying interferes with a student’s educational
opportunities or substantially disrupts the orderly operation of a classroom, school, or
school-sponsored or school-related activity.

Bullying is prohibited by the district and could include hazing, threats, taunting, teasing,
confinement, assault, demands for money, destruction of property, theft of valued possessions,
name-calling, rumor-spreading, or ostracism.

If a student believes that he or she has experienced bullying or has witnessed bullying of
another student, it is important for the student or parent to notify a teacher, school counselor,
principal, or another district employee as soon as possible to obtain assistance and
intervention. The administration will investigate any allegations of bullying or other related
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misconduct. The district will also provide notice to the parent of the alleged victim and the
parent of the student alleged to have engaged in bullying. A student may anonymously report
an alleged incident of bullying by contacting their teacher, the counselor or the principal.

If the results of an investigation indicate that bullying has occurred, the administration will take
appropriate disciplinary action. Disciplinary or other action may be taken even if the conduct
did not rise to the level of bullying. The district will also contact the parents of the victim and of
the student who was found to have engaged in the bullying. Available counseling options will

be provided to these individuals, as well as to any students who have been identified as
witnesses to the bullying.

Any retaliation against a student who reports an incident of bullying is prohibited.

Upon the recommendation of the administration, the board may, in response to an identified
case of bullying, decide to transfer a student found to have engaged in bullying to another
classroom at the campus. In consultation with the student’s parent, the student may also be
transferred to another campus in the district. The parent of a student who has been
determined by the district to be a victim of bullying may request that the student be
transferred to another classroom or campus within the district. [See Safety
Transfers/Assignments on page 25.]

A copy of the district’s policy is available in the principal’s office, superintendent’s office, and
on the district’s website, and is included at the end of this handbook in the form of an
appendix. Procedures related to reporting allegations of bullying may also be found on the
district’s website.

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of an investigation may appeal
through policy FNG(LOCAL).

[See Safety Transfers/Assignments on page 25, Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment,
and Retaliation on page 48, Hazing on page 68, policy FFl, and the district improvement plan, a
copy of which can be viewed in the campus office.]

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs (Secondary Grade
Levels Only)

The district offers career and technical education programs in the following areas: -

S S GG e S EGVSNIBEOBRAE. A ssion to these programs is

based on credits earned and classification.

It is the policy of the district not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
or handicap in its vocational programs, services, or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.
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It is the policy of the district not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

The district will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to
admission and participation in all educational and vocational programs.

[See Nondiscrimination Statement on page 80 for the name and contact information for the
Title IX coordinator and ADA/Section 504 coordinator, who will address certain allegations of
discrimination.]

Celebrations (All Grade Levels)

Although a parent or grandparent is not prohibited from providing food for a school-designated
function or for children in the child’s or grandchild’s classroom for his or her birthday, please be
aware that children in the school may have severe allergies to certain food products. Therefore,
it is imperative to discuss this with the child’s teacher prior to bringing any food in this
circumstance. Occasionally, the school or a class may host certain functions or celebrations tied
to the curriculum that will involve food. The school or teacher will notify students and parents
of any known food allergies when soliciting potential volunteers for bringing food products.

[See Food Allergies on page 71.]

Child Sexual Abuse and Other Maltreatment of Children (All Grade
Levels)

The district has established a plan for addressing child sexual abuse and other maltreatment of
children, which may be accessed at www.rule.escl4.net. As a parent, it is important for you to
be aware of warning signs that could indicate a child may have been or is being sexually abused.
Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as any sexual conduct harmful to a child’s
mental, emotional, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make a reasonable effort to
prevent sexual conduct with a child. A person who compels or encourages a child to engage in
sexual conduct commits abuse. It is illegal to make or possess child pornography or to display
such material to a child. Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or
neglected has a legal responsibility, under state law, for reporting the suspected abuse or
neglect to law enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS).

Possible physical warning signs of sexual abuse could be difficulty sitting or walking, pain in the
genital areas, and claims of stomachaches and headaches. Behavioral indicators may include
verbal references or pretend games of sexual activity between adults and children, fear of being
alone with adults of a particular gender, or sexually suggestive behavior. Emotional warning
signs to be aware of include withdrawal, depression, sleeping and eating disorders, and
problems in school.
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A child who has experienced sexual abuse or any other type of abuse or neglect should be
encouraged to seek out a trusted adult. Be aware as a parent or other trusted adult that
disclosures of sexual abuse may be more indirect than disclosures of physical abuse and
neglect, and it is important to be calm and comforting if your child, or another child, confides in
you. Reassure the child that he or she did the right thing by telling you.

Parents, if your child is a victim of sexual abuse or other maltreatment, the school counselor or
principal will provide information regarding counseling options for you and your child available
in your area. The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) also manages early
intervention counseling programs. [To find out what services may be available in your county,
see Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, Programs Available in Your County.]

Be aware that children and adolescents who have experienced dating violence may show
similar physical, behavioral, and emotional warning signs. [See Dating Violence, Discrimination,
Harassment, and Retaliation (All Grade Levels) on [EECIG0N

The following websites might help you become more aware of child abuse and neglect:

e Child Welfare Information Gateway Factsheet

e KidsHealth, For Parents, Child Abuse

e Texas Association Against Sexual Assault, Resources

e Texas Attorney General, What We Can Do About Child Abuse Part 1

e Texas Attorney General, What We Can Do About Child Abuse Part 2

Reports of abuse or neglect may be made to:

The CPS division of the DFPS (1-800-252-5400 or on the web at Texas Abuse Hotline Website).

Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

The District shall include in the calculation of class rank grades earned in all high school credit
courses regardless of when the credit was earned, unless excluded below.

The calculation of class rank shall exclude grades earned in physical education or any course
substituted for physical education credit.

In addition, class rank shall include grades earned in dual credit courses and in courses for which
a corresponding or equivalent dual credit course is also offered by the District.

The District shall assign weights to grades and shall calculate a weighted numerical grade
average in accordance with the following scale:

Category Weight
Honors courses, as Multiplied by 1.1
identified in the student
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Category Weight
handbook, dual credit

course

All other courses Multiplied by 1.0

All core subjects for grades 9-12 and electives will be utilized in computing the class ranking.
This will include, but not limited to: 4 years of English, 4 years of Social Studies, 4 years of
Science and 4 years of math.

[For further information, see policy EIC.]

Class Schedules (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

All students are expected to attend school for the entire school day and maintain a class/course
schedule to fulfill each period of the day. Exceptions may be made occasionally by the campus
principal for students in grades 9—12 who meet specific criteria and receive parental consent to
enroll in less than a full-day’s schedule.

[See Schedule Changes _ for information related to student requests to revise their
course schedule.]

College and University Admissions and Financial Aid (Secondary Grade
Levels Only)

For two school years following his or her graduation, a district student who graduates in the top
ten percent and, in some cases, the top 25 percent, of his or her class is eligible for automatic
admission into four-year public universities and colleges in Texas if the student:

e Completes the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation graduation
program (a student must graduate with at least one endorsement and must have taken
Algebra Il as one of the four required math courses); or

e Satisfies the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of 2400 on
the SAT.

In addition, the student must submit a completed application for admission in accordance with
the deadline established by the college or university. The student is ultimately responsible for
ensuring that he or she meets the admission requirements of the university or college to which
the student submits an application.

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically admitted to
75 percent of the University’s enrollment capacity for incoming resident freshmen. For students
who are eligible to enroll in the University during the summer or fall 2019 term, the University
will admit the top six percent of the high school’s graduating class who meet the above
requirements. Additional applicants will be considered by the University through a holistic
review process.
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Should a college or university adopt an admissions policy that automatically accepts the top 25
percent of a graduating class, the provisions above will also apply to a student ranked in the top
25 percent of his or her class.

Upon enrolling in their first course that is eligible for high school credit, the district will provide
written notice concerning automatic college admission, the curriculum requirements for
financial aid, and the benefits of completing the requirements for automatic admission and
financial aid.

Students and parents should contact the school counselor for further information about
automatic admissions, the application process, and deadlines.

[See Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student on page 41 for information specifically related to
how the district calculates a student’s rank in class, and requirements for Graduation on page
62 for information associated with the foundation graduation program].

College Credit Courses (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

Students in grades 9—12 have opportunities to earn college credit through the following
methods:

e Certain courses taught at the high school campus, which may include courses termed
dual credit, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), or college
preparatory;

e Enrollmentin an AP or dual credit course through the Texas Virtual School Network
(TxVSN);

e Enrollmentin courses taught in conjunction and in partnership with University of Texas
Permian Basin (UTPB), Vernon College, Texas State Technical College (TSTC), Western
Texas College (WTC), which may be offered on or off campus;

e Enrollment in courses taught at other colleges or universities; and
e Certain CTE courses.

All of these methods have eligibility requirements and must be approved prior to enroliment in
the course. Please see the school counselor for more information. Depending on the student’s
grade level and the course, a state-mandated end-of-course assessment may be required for
graduation.

It is important to keep in mind that not all colleges and universities accept credit earned in all
dual credit or AP courses taken in high school for college credit. Students and parents should
check with the prospective college or university to determine if a particular course will count
toward the student’s desired degree plan.
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Communications—Automated

Emergency

The district will rely on contact information on file with the district to communicate with
parents in an emergency situation, which may include real-time or automated messages. An
emergency purpose may include early dismissal or delayed opening because of severe weather
or another emergency, or if the campus must restrict access due to a security threat. It is crucial
to notify your child’s school when a phone number previously provided to the district has
changed.

[See Safety on page 86 for information regarding contact with parents during an emergency
situation.]

Nonemergency

Your child’s school will request that you provide contact information, such as your phone
number and e-mail address, in order for the school to communicate items specific to your child,
your child’s school, or the district. If you consent to receive such information through a landline
or wireless phone, please ensure that you notify the school’s administration office immediately
upon a change in your phone number. The district or school may generate automated or pre-
recorded messages, text messages, or real-time phone or e-mail communications that are
closely related the school’s mission, so prompt notification of any change in contact
information will be crucial to maintain timely communication with you. Standard messaging
rates of your phone carrier may apply. If you have specific requests or needs related to how the
district contacts you, please contact your child’s principal. [See Safety on page 86 for
information regarding contact with parents during an emergency situation.]

Complaints and Concerns (All Grade Levels)

Usually student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed informally by a phone call
or a conference with the teacher or principal. For those complaints and concerns that cannot
be handled so easily, the board has adopted a standard complaint policy at FNG(LOCAL) in the
district’s policy manual. A copy of this policy may be obtained in the principal’s or
superintendent’s office or at www.rule.esc14.net.

Should a parent or student feel a need to file a formal complaint, the parent or student should

file a district complaint form within the timelines established in policy FNG(LOCAL). In general,

the student or parent should submit the written complaint form to the campus principal. If the
concern is not resolved, a request for a conference should be sent to the superintendent. If still
unresolved, the district provides for the complaint to be presented to the board of trustees.
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Conduct (All Grade Levels)

Applicability of School Rules

As required by law, the board has adopted a Student Code of Conduct that prohibits certain
behaviors and defines standards of acceptable behavior—both on and off campus as well as on
district vehicles—and consequences for violation of these standards. The district has
disciplinary authority over a student in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Students
and parents should be familiar with the standards set out in the Student Code of Conduct, as
well as campus and classroom rules. During any periods of instruction during the summer
months, the Student Handbook and Student Code of Conduct in place for the year immediately
preceding the summer period shall apply, unless the district amends either or both documents
for the purposes of summer instruction.

Campus Behavior Coordinator

By law, each campus has a campus behavior coordinator to apply discipline management
techniques and administer consequences for certain student misconduct, as well as provide a
point of contact for student misconduct. The campus/district behavior coordinator for Rule ISD
is:

e Ken Frazier, principal

Disruptions of School Operations

Disruptions of school operations are not tolerated and may constitute a misdemeanor offense.
As identified by law, disruptions include the following:

e Interference with the movement of people at an exit, entrance, or hallway of a district
building without authorization from an administrator.

e Interference with an authorized activity by seizing control of all or part of a building.

e Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent participation in an authorized
assembly.

e Use of force, violence, or threats to cause disruption during an assembly.
e Interference with the movement of people at an exit or an entrance to district property.

e Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent people from entering or
leaving district property without authorization from an administrator.

e Disruption of classes or other school activities while on district property or on public
property that is within 500 feet of district property. Class disruption includes making
loud noises; trying to entice a student away from, or to prevent a student from
attending, a required class or activity; and entering a classroom without authorization
and disrupting the activity with loud or profane language or any misconduct.
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e Interference with the transportation of students in vehicles owned or operated by the
district.

Social Events

School rules apply to all school social events. Guests attending these events are expected to
observe the same rules as students, and a student inviting a guest will share responsibility for
the conduct of his or her guest.

A student attending a social event will be asked to sign out when leaving before the end of the
event; anyone leaving before the official end of the event will not be readmitted.

Please contact the campus principal if you are interested in serving as a chaperone for any
school social events.

Counseling
Academic Counseling

Elementary and Middle/Junior High School Grade Levels

The school counselor is available to students and parents to talk about the importance of
postsecondary education and how best to plan for postsecondary education, including
appropriate courses to consider and financial aid availability and requirements.

In either grade 7 or 8, each student will receive instruction related to how the student can best
prepare for high school, college, and a career.

High School Grade Levels

High school students and their parents are encouraged to talk with a school counselor, teacher,
or principal to learn more about course offerings, graduation requirements, and early
graduation procedures. Each year, high school students will be provided information on
anticipated course offerings for the next school year and other information that will help them
make the most of academic and CTE opportunities, as well as information on the importance of
postsecondary education.

The school counselor can also provide information about entrance examinations and
application deadlines, as well as information about automatic admission, financial aid, housing,
and scholarships as these relate to state colleges and universities. The school counselor can also
provide information about workforce opportunities after graduation or technical and trade
school opportunities, including opportunities to earn industry-recognized certificates and
licenses.

Personal Counseling (All Grade Levels)

The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal concerns,
including such areas as social, family, emotional or mental health issues, or substance abuse. A
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student who wishes to meet with the school counselor should request for an appointment. As a
parent, if you are concerned about your child’s mental or emotional health, please speak with
the school counselor for a list of resources that may be of assistance.

[See Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention on page 94 and Suicide Awareness on page
94, and Child Sexual Abuse and Other Maltreatment of Children and Dating Violence on page

46.]

Course Credit (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

A student in grades 9—-12, or in a lower grade when a student is enrolled in a high school credit-
bearing course, will earn credit for a course only if the final grade is 70 or above. For a two-
semester (1 credit) course, the student’s grades from both semesters will be averaged and
credit will be awarded if the combined average is 70 or above. Should the student’s combined
average be less than 70, the student will be required to retake the semester in which he or she
failed.

Credit by Examination—If a Student Has Taken the Course/Subject (All
Grade Levels)

A student who has previously taken a course or subject—but did not receive credit or a final
grade for it—may, in circumstances determined by the principal or attendance committee, be
permitted to earn credit by passing an examination approved by the district’s board of trustees
on the essential knowledge and skills defined for that course or subject. Prior instruction may
include, for example, incomplete coursework due to a failed course or excessive absences,
homeschooling, or coursework by a student transferring from a non-accredited school. The
opportunity to take an examination to earn credit for a course or to be awarded a final grade in
a subject after the student has had prior instruction is sometimes referred to as “credit
recovery.”

If the student is granted approval to take an examination for this purpose, the student must
score at least 70 on the examination to receive credit for the course or subject.

The attendance review committee may also offer a student with excessive absences an
opportunity to earn credit for a course by passing an examination.

[For further information, see the school counselor and policy EHDB(LOCAL).]

Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration—If a Student Has
Not Taken the Course/Subject

A student will be permitted to take an examination to earn credit for an academic course or
subject area for which the student has had no prior instruction, i.e., for advancement or to
accelerate to the next grade level. The examinations offered by the district are approved by the
district’s board of trustees, and state law requires the use of certain examinations, such as
College Board Advanced Placement (AP) and College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests,
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when applicable. The dates on which examinations are scheduled during the 2018-19 school
year will be published in appropriate district publications and on the district’s website. The only
exceptions to the published dates will be for any examinations administered by another entity
besides the district or if a request is made outside of these time frames by a student
experiencing homelessness or by a student involved in the foster care system. When another
entity administers an examination, a student and the district must comply with the testing
schedule of the other entity. During each testing window provided by the district, a student
may attempt a specific examination only once.

If a student plans to take an examination, the student (or parent) must register with the school
counselor no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date. [For further information,
see policy EHDC.]

Kindergarten Acceleration
Students in Grades 1-5

A student in elementary school will be eligible to accelerate to the next grade level if the
student scores at least 80 on each examination in the subject areas of language arts,
mathematics, science, and social studies, a district administrator recommends that the student
be accelerated, and the student’s parent gives written approval of the grade advancement.

Students in Grades 6—12

A student in grade 6 or above will earn course credit with a passing score of at least 80 on the
examination, a scaled score of 50 or higher on an examination administered through the CLEP,
or a score of 3 or higher on an AP examination, as applicable. A student may take an
examination to earn high school course credit no more than twice. If a student fails to achieve
the designated score on the applicable exam before the beginning of the school year in which
the student would need to enroll in the course according to the school’s high school course
sequence, the student must complete the course.

Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (All
Grade Levels)

The district believes that all students learn best in an environment free from dating violence,
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation and that their welfare is best served when they are
free from this prohibited conduct while attending school. Students are expected to treat other
students and district employees with courtesy and respect, to avoid behaviors known to be
offensive, and to stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop. District employees are
expected to treat students with courtesy and respect.

The board has established policies and procedures to prohibit and promptly respond to
inappropriate and offensive behaviors that are based on a person’s race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. A copy of the district’s policy is
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available in the principal’s office and in the superintendent’s office or on the district’s website,
www.rule.escl4.net. [See policy FFH.]

Dating Violence

Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating relationship uses physical,
sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other person in
the relationship. Dating violence also occurs when a person commits these acts against a
person in a marriage or dating relationship with the individual who is or was once in a marriage
or dating relationship with the person committing the offense. This type of conduct is
considered harassment if the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects the
student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an
intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially
interferes with the student’s academic performance.

Examples of dating violence against a student may include, but are not limited to, physical or
sexual assaults; name-calling; put-downs; threats to hurt the student, the student’s family
members, or members of the student’s household; destroying property belonging to the
student; threats to commit suicide or homicide if the student ends the relationship; threats to
harm a student’s current dating partner; attempts to isolate the student from friends and
family; stalking; or encouraging others to engage in these behaviors.

Discrimination

Discrimination is defined as any conduct directed at a student on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, gender, national origin, disability, age, or any other basis prohibited by law that
negatively affects the student.

Harassment

Harassment, in general terms, is conduct so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects the
student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an
intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially
interferes with the student’s academic performance.

Examples of harassment may include, but are not limited to, offensive or derogatory language
directed at a person’s religious beliefs or practices, accent, skin color, or need for
accommodation; threatening, intimidating, or humiliating conduct; offensive jokes, name-
calling, slurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assault; graffiti or printed material promoting
racial, ethnic, or other negative stereotypes; or other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft
or damage to property.

In addition to dating violence as described above, two other types of prohibited harassment are
described below.
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Sexual Harassment and Gender-Based Harassment

Sexual harassment and gender-based harassment of a student by an employee, volunteer, or
another student are prohibited.

Examples of sexual harassment may include, but not be limited to, touching private body parts
or coercing physical contact that is sexual in nature; sexual advances; jokes or conversations of
a sexual nature; and other sexually motivated conduct, communications, or contact.

Sexual harassment of a student by an employee or volunteer does not include necessary or
permissible physical contact not reasonably construed as sexual in nature, such as comforting a
child with a hug or taking the child’s hand. However, romantic and other inappropriate social
relationships, as well as all sexual relationships, between students and district employees are
prohibited, even if consensual.

Gender-based harassment includes harassment based on a student’s gender, expression by the
student of stereotypical characteristics associated with the student’s gender, or the student’s
failure to conform to stereotypical behavior related to gender.

Examples of gender-based harassment directed against a student, regardless of the student’s or
the harasser’s actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, may include, but not be
limited to, offensive jokes, name-calling, slurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assault;
threatening or intimidating conduct; or other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or
damage to property.

Retaliation

Retaliation against a person who makes a good faith report of discrimination or harassment,
including dating violence, is prohibited. Retaliation against a person who is participating in an
investigation of alleged discrimination or harassment is also prohibited. A person who makes a
false claim or offers false statements or refuses to cooperate with a district investigation,
however, may be subject to appropriate discipline.

Examples of retaliation may include threats, rumor spreading, ostracism, assault, destruction of
property, unjustified punishments, or unwarranted grade reductions. Unlawful retaliation does
not include petty slights or annoyances.

Reporting Procedures

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced dating violence, discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation should immediately report the problem to a teacher, school
counselor, principal, or other district employee. The report may be made by the student’s
parent. [See policy FFH(LOCAL) and (EXHIBIT) for other appropriate district officials to whom to
make a report.]

Upon receiving a report of prohibited conduct as defined by policy FFH, the district will
determine whether the allegations, if proven, would constitute prohibited conduct as defined
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by that policy. If not, the district will refer to policy FFl to determine if the allegations, if proven,
would constitute bullying, as defined by law and that policy. If the alleged prohibited conduct, if
proven, would constitute prohibited conduct and would also be considered bullying as defined
by law and policy FFl, an investigation of bullying will also be conducted.

The district will promptly notify the parents of any student alleged to have experienced
prohibited conduct involving an adult associated with the district. In the event alleged
prohibited conduct involves another student, the district will notify the parents of the student
alleged to have experienced the prohibited conduct when the allegations, if proven, would
constitute a violation as defined by policy FFH.

Investigation of Report

To the extent possible, the district will respect the privacy of the student; however, limited
disclosures may be necessary to conduct a thorough investigation and to comply with law.
Allegations of prohibited conduct, which includes dating violence, discrimination, harassment,
and retaliation, will be promptly investigated.

If a law enforcement or other regulatory agency notifies the district that it is investigating the
matter and requests that the district delay its investigation, the district will resume the
investigation at the conclusion of the agency’s investigation.

During the course of an investigation and when appropriate, the district will take interim action
to address the alleged prohibited conduct.

If the district’s investigation indicates that prohibited conduct occurred, appropriate disciplinary
action, and, in some cases, corrective action, will be taken to address the conduct. The district
may take disciplinary and corrective action even if the conduct that is the subject of the
complaint was not unlawful.

All involved parties will be notified of the outcome of the district investigation within the
parameters and limits allowed under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the investigation may appeal in
accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL).

Discrimination

[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation on page 48.]
Distance Learning
All Grade Levels

Distance learning and correspondence courses include courses that encompass the state-
required essential knowledge and skills but are taught through multiple technologies and

Page 51 of 110



Rule ISD Student Handbook

alternative methodologies such as mail, satellite, Internet, video-conferencing, and
instructional television.

The distance learning opportunities that the district makes available to district students are
TxVSN, UTPB, WTC, TSTC.

If a student wishes to enroll in a correspondence course or a distance learning course that is not
provided through the Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN), as described below, in order to
earn credit in a course or subject, the student must receive permission from the principal prior
to enrolling in the course or subject. If the student does not receive prior approval, the district
may not recognize and apply the course or subject toward graduation requirements or subject
mastery.

Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) (Secondary Grade Levels)

The Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) has been established by the state as one method of
distance learning. A student has the option, with certain limitations, to enroll in a course
offered through the TxVSN to earn course credit for graduation.

Depending on the TxVSN course in which a student enrolls, the course may be subject to the
“no pass, no play” rules. [See Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, and Organizations on page 58.]
In addition, for a student who enrolls in a TxVSN course for which an end-of-course (EOC)
assessment is required, the student must still take the corresponding EOC assessment.

If you have questions or wish to make a request that your child be enrolled in a TxXVSN course,
please contact the school counselor. Unless an exception is made by the school counselor, a
student will not be allowed to enroll in a TXVSN course if the school offers the same or a similar
course.

A copy of policy EHDE will be distributed to parents of middle and high school students at least
once each year. If you do not receive a copy or have questions about this policy, please contact
Stacie Teague.

Distribution of Literature, Published Materials, or Other Documents (All
Grade Levels)

School Materials

Publications prepared by and for the school may be posted or distributed, with the prior
approval of the principal, sponsor, or teacher. Such items may include school posters,
brochures, flyers, etc.

The school yearbook is available to students.

All school publications are under the supervision of a teacher, sponsor, and the principal.
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Non-school Materials

From Students

Students must obtain prior approval from the principal before selling, posting, circulating, or
distributing more than essential copies of written or printed materials, handbills, photographs,
pictures, films, tapes, or other visual or auditory materials that were not developed under the
oversight of the school. To be considered, any non-school material must include the name of
the sponsoring person or organization. The decision regarding approval will be made within two
school days.

The principal has designated the table area adjacent to the High School office as the location for
approved non-school materials to be placed for voluntary viewing or collection by students.
[See policy FNAA.]

A student may appeal a decision in accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL). Any student who sells,
posts, circulates, or distributes non-school material without prior approval will be subject to
disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Materials displayed
without approval will be removed. [See FNG(LOCAL) for student complaint procedures.]

From Others

Written or printed materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, films, tapes, or other visual or
auditory materials not sponsored by the district or by a district-affiliated school-support
organization will not be sold, circulated, distributed, or posted on any district premises by any
district employee or by persons or groups not associated with the district, except as permitted
by policy GKDA. To be considered for distribution, any non-school material must meet the
limitations on content established in the policy, include the name of the sponsoring person or
organization, and be submitted to the principal for prior review. The principal will approve or
reject the materials within two school days of the time the materials are received. The
requestor may appeal a rejection in accordance with the appropriate district complaint policy.
[See policies at DGBA or GF.]

The principal has designated the table area adjacent to the High School office as the location for
approved non-school materials to be placed for voluntary viewing or collection.

Prior review will not be required for:

e Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a school-sponsored
meeting intended for adults and held after school hours.

e Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a community group
meeting held after school hours in accordance with policy GKD(LOCAL) or a non-
curriculum-related student group meeting held in accordance with FNAB(LOCAL).
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Distribution for electioneering purposes during the time a school facility is being used as
a polling place, in accordance with state law.

All non-school materials distributed under these circumstances must be removed from district
property immediately following the event at which the materials are distributed.

Dress and Grooming (All Grade Levels)

The district’s dress code is established to teach grooming and hygiene, prevent disruption, and
minimize safety hazards. Students and parents may determine a student’s personal dress and
grooming standards, provided that they comply with the following:

Shoes will be worn by everyone. All footwear must be appropriate, no house shoes.
No pajamas or lounge pants

The district prohibits pictures, symbols, emblems, or writings on clothing that have been
determined to be inappropriate to the standards of the school, or which represent a
variance from community standards. (i.e. depictions of skulls/crossed bones, clothing
depicting alcohol, illegal drugs, gangs...or anything deemed inappropriate by campus
personnel.)

Clothing with “fashionable” rips and tears shall not be worn with any rips or tears above
the knees. Clothing that is too revealing (shows bare skin that would not be permitted
to be shown when adhering to all other dress code policies) Some examples are:

muscle shirts, professional/college/school basketball jerseys, tank tops, sleeveless shirts,
fishnet shirts, bare midriff, backless outfits, halter tops, see-through clothing, shirt split
up the side or clothing exposing underwear. All male student’s must keep their pants
pulled up to the waist, no sagging permitted.

Boys’ hair shall be neat, clean, and well-groomed. Hair length shall not be worn below
the eyebrows in front or below the bottom of the collar in the back and no longer than
the bottom of the earlobes. Sideburns will not extend below the earlobe and must be
kept straight and trimmed. Designs cut into the hair will not be allowed.

Male students will be clean shaven. Beards, goatee’s, mustaches, etc... are not allowed

All student’s hair will be of a natural color. Students with highlights will be permitted as
long as the highlights are of natural color. (permitted examples: brown hair with
blond/black highlights. Not permitted examples: boys hair lower half is brown and top
half is a platinum or yellow, pink/purple highlights)

No combs or “pics” will be worn in the hair.
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e Body/facial/moth piercings are not allowed unless a “clear” spacer is used. Female
students are allowed to wear ear piercings but should refrain from large dangling
earrings such as hoops. Notches cut into the eyebrows are not allowed

e Visible tattoos must meet the same standard as dress listed in paragraph 3 above.
Visible tatoo’s on staff and students must be covered during extra-curricular and school
sponsored activities such as athletics or UIL.

e No headwear of any kind will be allowed in the school or during non-extracurricular
activities.

e Shorts and skirts may be worn if they are measured at no more than 2 inches above the
center of the knee when kneeling. In grades 6-12 female students will not be permitted
to wear tank tops with spaghetti straps. Straps must be a minimum of 2 inches.

e Female students are not allowed to wear clothing that shows excessive cleavage or
underwear. Leggings or tights may not be worn by themselves. Any student choosing
to wear tights or leggings must have an appropriate shirt/sweater/top that is no shorter
than mid-thigh. Leggings and tights must be of appropriate thickness.

If the principal determines that a student’s grooming or clothing violates the school’s dress
code, the student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at school. If the student
chooses not to correct the problem, their parents will be notified and asked to bring an
acceptable change of clothing to the school. If the student continues to refuse, they will be sent
home with an unexcused absence and not allowed to return until dress code is met. Repeated
offenses may result in more serious disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of
Conduct.

Electronic Devices and Technology Resources (All Grade Levels)

Possession and Use of Personal Telecommunications Devices, Including
Mobile Telephones

For safety purposes, the district permits students to possess personal mobile telephones;
however, these devices must remain turned off during the instructional day, including during all
testing, unless they are being used for approved instructional purposes. A student must have
approval to possess other telecommunications devices such as netbooks, laptops, tablets, or
other portable computers.

The use of mobile telephones or any device capable of capturing images is strictly prohibited in
locker rooms or restroom areas while at school or at a school-related or school-sponsored
event.

If a student uses a telecommunications device without authorization during the school day, the
device will be confiscated. If a student notifies the parent of a need/request without going
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through the office, the principal or designee will escort the parent/guardian to that student’s
class and retrieve that students phone, per violation of cell phone use. The student/parent will
be able to retrieve their device upon paying a $15.00 scholarship fee. At the conclusion of the
school year, any senior student that has not had their communication device confiscated will be
eligible to receive a “Telecommunications” scholarship in the amount of funds accumulated. If
more than one student meets the criteria then all funds will be split equitably.

Rule ISD, its employees and staff are not responsible for telecommunication devices that may
be lost, stolen or damaged while at school or a school sponsored activity. The communication
device is the sole responsibility of the student. All students are encouraged to leave their
devices at home to prevent loss, theft or damage.

Confiscated telecommunications devices that are not retrieved by the student or the student’s
parents will be disposed of after the notice required by law. [See policy FNCE.]

In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student’s personal telecommunications
device may be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches on _ and policy FNF.]

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The district is
not responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen telecommunications devices.

Possession and Use of Other Personal Electronic Devices

Except as described below, students are not permitted to possess or use personal electronic
devices such as MP3 players, video or audio recorders, DVD players, cameras, games, e-readers,
or other electronic devices at school, unless prior permission has been obtained. Without such
permission, teachers will collect the items and turn them in to the principal’s office. The
principal will determine whether to return items to students at the end of the day or to contact
parents to pick up the items.

In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student’s personal electronic device may
be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches on page 89 and policy FNF.]

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The district is
not responsible for any damaged, lost, or stolen electronic device.

Instructional Use of Personal Telecommunications and Other Electronic
Devices

At no time are student’s allowed to have earbuds or headphones while in school. The
exception to this policy would be in classes such as Spanish, when headphones are required. In
some cases, students may find it beneficial or might be encouraged to use personal
telecommunications or other personal electronic devices for instructional purposes while on
campus. Students must obtain prior approval before using personal telecommunications or
other personal electronic devices for instructional use. Students must also sign a user
agreement that contains applicable rules for use (separate from this handbook). When students
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are not using the devices for approved instructional purposes, all devices must be turned off
during the instructional day. Violations of the user agreement may result in withdrawal of
privileges and other disciplinary action.

Acceptable Use of District Technology Resources

District-owned technology resources for instructional purposes may be issued to individual
students. Use of these technological resources, which include the district’s network systems
and use of district equipment, is restricted to approved purposes only. Students and parents
will be asked to sign a user agreement (separate from this handbook) regarding use of these
district resources. Violations of the user agreement may result in withdrawal of privileges and
other disciplinary action.

Unacceptable and Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources

Students are prohibited from possessing, sending, forwarding, posting, accessing, or displaying
electronic messages that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing,
damaging to another’s reputation, or illegal. This prohibition also applies to conduct off school
property, whether the equipment used to send such messages is district-owned or personally
owned, if it results in a substantial disruption to the educational environment.

Any person taking, disseminating, transferring, possessing, or sharing obscene, sexually
oriented, lewd, or otherwise illegal images or other content, commonly referred to as “sexting,”
will be disciplined according to the Student Code of Conduct, may be required to complete an
educational program related to the dangers of this type of behavior, and, in certain
circumstances, may be reported to law enforcement. Because engaging in this type of behavior
can lead to bullying or harassment, as well as possibly impede future endeavors of a student,
we encourage you to review with your child 'Before You Text' Sexting Prevention Course, a
state-developed program that addresses the consequences of engaging in inappropriate
behavior using technology.

In addition, any student who engages in conduct that results in a breach of the district’s
computer security will be disciplined in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct, and, in
some cases, the consequence may rise to the level of expulsion.

End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments
[See Graduation on page 62 and Standardized Testing on page 91.]

English Language Learners (All Grade Levels)

A student who is an English language learner is entitled to receive specialized services from the
district. To determine whether the student qualifies for services, a Language Proficiency
Assessment Committee (LPAC) will be formed, which will consist of both district personnel and
at least one parent representative. The student’s parent must consent to any services
recommended by the LPAC for an English language learner. However, pending the receipt of
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